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Sampling of Upcoming 2015 Challenges to HBADE 

 

 Continued coalition building with other economic growth interests 

 Membership growth and retention 

 Streamlined membership and Board events 

 Continued DNREC regulatory challenges re sea level rise, wetlands, stormwater 

management, State Resource Area Maps (SRA), etc.  

 

A Sampling of 2015 Association Affairs and Accomplishments, including but not 

limited to: 

 

 Assisted State implementation of IECC 2012 energy code, holding two different 

energy code workshops statewide for builders, code officials and related trades. 

 

 Held successful Bring Housing Home forum for membership to meet with our 

Congressional delegation in Wilmington. 

 

 Held a very successful Spring Home and Garden Show attracting thousands of 

buyers to the displays of members and vendors. 

 

 Held two informative Mid-Atlantic 55+ Housing Industry Council events centered 

on the Active Adult market segment. 

 

 Successful Spring Golf Outing and Fall Golf/Crab Feasts. 

 

 Partnered with DSHA, Habitat for Humanity, Dela Assn of Realtors to hold 

National Homeownership Month event with State legislators in June 

 

 Record setting Cigars and Scotch BUILD-PAC Fundraiser. 

 

 Kept close to State legislation to ward off potentially onerous bills. Worked to 

reduce the impact of the state mandated mandatory sprinkler option for new 

residential homes.  Other legislation see State recap below. 

 

 Regular communications with each County on various issues affecting our 

industry – NCC UDC legislation, potential lines and grades plan requirement 

changes for Kent County, and participating with Sussex County as they rewrite 

their sign regulations. Also, regular “nuts and bolts” meetings with code officials 

and builders in each County. 
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 Continued to administer with SEU the Green for Green homebuyer rebate 

program. 

 

 Numerous membership meetings and events to enhance camaraderie and business 

relationship building – bowling, sporting clay shooting event, mixers in all three 

Counties, etc. 

 

 Commissioned and gifted to National Association of Home Builders a granite 

sculpture, shaped as the State of Delaware, in tribute and recognition to member 

Kevin Kelly for his longstanding service to us and as his tenure as the 2014 

Chairman of NAHB. 

 

 Our Associates Council membership designed, supplied materials and built a 

handicap ramp for a disabled Veteran at his home. 

 

 Held our annual Regal Awards in Dewey Beach, recognizing the best of the best 

in marketing and selling new homes and communities. 

 

State Legislative Recap 

Thank you again to those who joined us last night for another exciting last day of session. 

It will certainly go down as one of the longest ever. The House gavel did not go down 

until 5:18a.m. this morning! In that respect, we wanted to share an end-of-session 

Legislative Brief for the first half of the 148th General Assembly as legislators head back 

to their districts and we look back over the past six months of session. Having been a 

very eventful year, there is much to reflect upon as we strategize for the reconvening of 

the General Assembly in January 2016.  

 

Last Day of Session Highlights: 
- HB 133 (Sprinklers) passed the Senate at 2:30a.m. 15-0-6 Absent. The Absent votes 

were the Bond Bill members who called to an emergency hearing. Legislation now heads 

to Governor for his signature. 

- Municipal Street Aid ($5mm) and CTF money ($16mm) were restored last night. 

- HB 140, the DMV fees bill that would help generate $25mm for the Transportation 

Trust Fund passed the Senate last night as part of an overall package that was negotiated 

with the Senate Republicans. Part of the deal was the passage of HS 1 for HB 145 which 

increased prevailing wage thresholds for infrastructure projects. Overall, the State is 

making significant gains on the projected $700mm deficit over 6 years to the TTF. 

 

Recap: 

The first leg of the 148th General Assembly comes to a close under politically tense 

circumstances. With more than 500 pieces of legislation, including bills and resolutions, 

introduced over the past six months, there was plenty of opportunity for controversy, 

intrigue and political maneuvering. Some of the most talked about issues in Legislative 

Hall this year included Death Penalty repeal, women's rights initiatives, education 



reform, City of Wilmington crime, infrastructure investment, and the dire budgetary 

challenges facing the State. 

 

Since the Governor made his annual State of the State address in January and presented 

his recommended budgets to the General Assembly, Representatives and Senators have 

been working diligently for six months to find a path towards a balanced budget and a 

replenished capital infrastructure plan. However, as underwhelming revenue forecasts 

came in, it was clear that the Joint Finance Committee was going to be forced to make 

some very tough decisions as June 30 got closer. 

 

Most of these decisions, politically, had to be made now as the 2016 election is in sight 

and judgements like these are best made in the off-year when constituents are seemingly 

less focused on the Legislature. Leading into the final months of session, the General 

Assembly considered reclaiming more revenues via the Realty Transfer Tax ($20mm), 

making significant divestments in the Transportation Trust Fund, rejected the Governor's 

plea to cut back on the Senior Citizen Property Tax Credit ($12.6mm) and balked at 

having State Employee's cover more of their health benefit's ($21mm). Without 

substantive revenue to offset these challenges, June 30th meant the Legislature was 

potentially facing deep cuts to meaningful programs across the State, including to 

volunteer fire companies, non-profit agencies, municipal street aid, infrastructure projects 

and social service programs.  

 

 

However, as the clock drew closer to midnight and the new fiscal year, leadership in the 

House and Senate, from both sides of the aisle, found compromise. Deals were brokered 

on infrastructure investment which will help address the projected $780 million shortfall 

over the next six years, the budget bill passed both chambers with little contention and 

the Grant-in-Aid package was restored to it's original recommendations. However, 

caution is in order. Because most of the budget holes were filled by one-time mortgage 

foreclosure settlement money, many of these same problems will creep up again in just a 

matter of months. As the House adjourned at 5:19a.m. this morning, the State of 

Delaware is projected to face a $160 million dollar deficit in Fiscal Year 2017. 

 

 

Fiscal Year 2016 Operating Budget: http://tinyurl.com/pmsyahq   

Fiscal Year 2016 Capital Infrastructure Budget (Bond 

Bill):http://tinyurl.com/p4zxwb7  

Fiscal Year 2016 Grants-in-Aid Bill: http://tinyurl.com/noxsces   
 

 

In anticipation of the final installment of the 148th General Assembly next January, over 

the next several months we must continue to maintain the strong relationships we have 

with our allies in the Legislature, educate the ones that could potentially be our 

supporters in the future and start developing our legislative agenda for 2016. 
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